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The most drastic duck-huntfhg rules since 1938 were released todey for the
1946 hunting seascn by Secretary of the Interior J. A. Krug,

Reductions in the hunting season from 80 to 45 da2ys, in the daily bag limit
frem 10 tc 7 and possession limit from 20 to 14, and in shoqting hours, featured
the announcement of the new regulaticns which will govern this season's sho;ting.

Adopted by Secretary Krug in accordance with an act of Congress making effec-

tive treaties relating to birds migrating between the United States, Canada, and

tiexico, the amended regulations were arproved by President Truman, They were rec-

L-—/'om::.-‘mc}ed br the Fish and Wildlife Bervice after biological investigatiens and

copsuliations with State game administrators,

"Tie nopulation of most species of wild‘ducks has declined within the past
twe vears from a peak of 125,350,000 in 1944 to 80 million birds-—aAdangerous
level," Secretary kmg said, "Drought conditions in the north central states and
the prairie provinces, together with overshooting last season when more ducks were
shet than werc hatched and raised, are contributing factors.

wiith a 36 per cent decrease in ducks coupled with a 50 per cent increase in
She oumor of huntere from 1944 to 1945, we invite disaster if we dig any deeper
inte our breeding stocks. American sportsmen must take a smaller portion of ducks
snd peese during the 1946 season so that more breeders will be 1léft teo fly north
in the spring of 1947,

Salient features of the 1946 regulations include:



The waterfowl hunting season runs from October 5 to November 18 in the north-
ern zone; from October 26 to Decenber 9 in the intermediate zone; and from lLiovem-
ver 23 to January 6 in the southerm zone,

At the request of State gare cfficials, Kentucky has been transferred to the
covthern zone; and Iowa, Montana, and Ohio to the intermediate zone.

The daily bag limit for wild ducks has been reduced from 10 a day and 20 in
posseszion, to 7 a day andlt in posscssion. The daily bag and possession limits
for zeese have been reduced to two of amy kind in any combination, including trant,
plus two snow geese or two blue geese, singly or in the aggregate,

The length of the shooting day for waterfowl, coot, rails, and gallinules has

. been shortened by one-half hour on the closing end. In 1946 it will run from one-
half hour befere sunrise to one-half hour tefore sunset,

The open seasons for rails and gallinules conform with the. waterfowl and coot
seasons in Maine, Wisconsin, Massachugetis, and lew York,

L/ The seasons for scoters in open coashal waters only, beyond outer harbor lines,
have been extended in Cormmecticut, liassachusetts, New York, and Rhode Island.

In Lake and McHenry counties in Illinois, the early opening date for coot
shooting has been continued.

Arizona, Colorade, Xensas, Nebraska, Hevada, Utah, and Wyoming have been added
to the list of States in which the season for shooting wood ducks has been closed.

Canada geese have decrebased to such an extent along the Mississippi flyway ..
that a closed season for this species. has been prescridbed as a conssrvation measure
in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Chio, Missouri, Ken-
tucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Louisiona, Mississipni, and Alsbama,

As another step in the efforts to save the rare Trumpster Swan from extinction,
a closed season on snow geese in Wyoming has been established at the suggestion of
the Game and Fieh Commission, This will prevent the mistalien shooting of the swans

\_ for snow gecse,



The season for woodcock in Connecticut will be from October 19 to November 2

" “— instead of from October 20 to November 3, In the middle zone in lew York the sea-

son for this species will extend from October 21 to November 4 instead of from
. October 15 to October 29, with shooting starting throughout that State at 12
o'clocgrgoon on the opening day and continuing until sunset, and thereafter fronm
7:00 a.m, until sunset,
Mbﬁrning dove seasons have been changed in Broward County in Florida, in
Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, and five counties in Texas have been

added to the northern zone,

In order to reduce the kill of white-winged doves in the 21 counties in Texas
where hunting is permitted, shooting will be allowed on 3 days only instead of 5
days as last year, from 4:00 pem, until sunset,.instead .of from 12 otclock noon to

sunset, The same shooting hours are applicable to‘mourning doves in 12 of these

counties on September 13, 15, and 17.

Band~tailed pigeon seasons have been changed in California and Washington and

the season in Colorado has been closed,
The post-season period for possession of migratory game birds remains the
same as last year--90 days.
The regulations do not authorize the taking of waterfowl by means of bait or
with the aid of live duck or goose decoys,.
OPEN SEASONS

No open season is provided on snow geese or on Ross' geese'and swans in
Beaverhead, Gallatin, and Madison counties in Montana, in Idaho, Wyoming, and in
States bordering on the Atlantic Ocean,

The open seasons for wild ducks, geese, brant, and coot are as follows, both
dates inclusive:

" Malne, Michigan, Minnesota, New Hampshire, North Dakota, South Dakota,
Vermont, and Wisconsin, October 5 to November 18.



rnia, in Qan ernadino, Riverside and Imperial Gounties. November 43 1o
in remainder of State, Jctocer 26 "to-Bedember 9. '
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Idaho, Illinois (except coot in Lake and

McHenry Counties), Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Massachusetts, Missouri, Montana, e
Nebraska, Nevada, bew Jersey, New York (except certain hereinafter designated por-
tions of Essex, Clinton, and Washington Counties) including Long Island, Chio,

M-Yahan Nroo Panmetrlwvand a D'hn ian Te 1rn-ml Utah. Washinotnn, West '\T1 wm nia and
VKienoma, Uregon, Jennsyivania, fnlcis .8.angG, uldail, FaSNLNEVON, HweS I'glilld, ald

Wyoming, .October 26 to December 9.

New York, in Essex and Clinton Counties east of the tracks of the main line

of the Delaware and Hudson Railroad and that part of Washington County east oi the

aforesaid trasks from the Essex County line to the village of Whitehall and north
ef the branch line tracks of said railroad from the village of Whitehall, New York
to Fair Haven, Vermont and all the waters of South Bay and one mile distant frcm

~such water in any direction, October 5 to November 18,

‘Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Georglia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland,
Wississippl, New Mexico, North Carolina, Socuth Carelina, Temmessee, and Virginia,
November 23 to January 6, .

_ “ Texas, on those portions of lake Texhoma in Cooke and Grayson Counties,
October 26 to December 9; in remainder of State, November 23 to January 6, -

Puerto Rico, December 15 to February 12,

Alaska, in Fur Districts 1 and 3 as defiped in the regulations governing the

ktaking of game in Alaska, adopted May 15, 1944 (9 F.R. 5270), October 1 to dNovem—

C

ber 14; in the remainder of Alasks, September 1 to October 15,

Scoters, locally known as sea cuots, may be taken in open coastal waters only,
beyend outer harbor lines, in Maine and New Hampshire from September 15 to October
43 and in Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York including Long Island, and Rhode
Island, from September 15 to October 25, and thereafter from land or water during
the open seasons for other waterfowl in those States.

WQod duck.——No open season in Arizona, Colorado, Kansas, Massachusetis, Ne—
brask Nevada, North Dakota, Utah, and Vvomlng.

Canada geese, includlng Hutchins and cackling geess, and white-fronted
eege.~No open season in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, 1o0wa, 1ilinois, lndiana,
%ﬁio, Misseuri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama,

Coot.~-In lake and McHenry Counties, Illinois, October 1 to October 13 and
frem October 26 to December 9,

Rails and Gallinules (except Coot).-~The open season on rails and gallinules
(exeept cont) shall be Irom September 1 to hovember 30, both dates inclusive,
exeept as follews:

Alabama, November 20 to January 31,

Leuisiana, September 15 to December 15,

Maine and Wisconsin, October 5 to November 18,

Maryland, September 1 to October 31,

Lassachusetts and New York, including Long Island,
October 26 to December 9,



Minnesota, September 16 to Novenber 30.

Mlasissippi, October 15 to December 30.

Puerto Rico, December 15 to Februamry 12,

California, District of Columbia, Eawaii, Idsho, Iows,
Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Tennessee, and Washington, no open
season,

. si!_og_gl_cg_c_l_:_. —The open eeasons on woodeock shall be as follows, both dates in-
clusive: | .

Arkansas and Oklahoma, December 1 to December 15,

Connecticut, October 19 to Noverber 2,

Delaware and Haryland, Kovember 15 to Novermber 29.

Georzia, Iouisiana, and Mississippi, December 15 to
Decerber 29.

Indiana and West Virginia, October 16 to October 30,

Maine, in Aroostock, Penobscot, Piscataquis, Somerset,
Franklin, and Oxford Counties, October 1 to Octover 15; in
remainder of State, October 16 to October 30,

Massachusetts and New Jersey, October 20 to Novenber 3.

Michizen, in Upper Peninsula, Cctober 1 to October 15;
in remainder of State, Octoder 15 to October 29.

Minnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, October 10
to October 2u,

‘igsouri, Noverber 1C to November 24,

Wew Hampshire, in Coos, Carroll, and Orafton Counties,
October 1 to October 15: in remainder of State, October 16
to October 30.

New York, north and east of the tracks of the branch line
of the New York Central Reilroad from Oswogo to Syracuse, the
zain line of the Iicw York Central Railroad ¥rom Syracuse to
Albany, and the main line of the Boston & Albany Railroad from
Albeny to the Massachusetts State line, October 10 to October
24: west and south of the line above described, October 21 to
November 4: and that part of New York knovn as Iong Island,
Noverber 1 to November 15; from 12 o'clock noon until sunset
on the opening dgy in each of these zones, and thereafter in

1 of the aforesaid zones from 7:00 a.m, uwntil sunset.

fRhode Island, Noverber 1 to November 15,

Verront, in Bennington and Windham Counties and those ser-
tions of Rutlond and Windsor Counties south of U, S, Highwey °
Boute 4 from West Haven to White River Junction, Gctober 16 to
October 30; in remainder of State, October 1 to Cctober 15.

Virginia, Noverber 20 to December 4,

Mourning, or Turtle, Dove.--The open seasons on mourning, or turtle, dove
shall be as follows, both dates inclusive:

Arizona, California, Kansas, Missouri, and Oklshoma, September.
1 to Octover 30. '

Algbana and Louisiana, October 1 to October 15, and December 18
to January 31.

Arkansas end Mississippi, September 16 to September 30, and
Decerber 18 to January 31,

Colorado, Nevada, and New Mexico, September 1 to October 1Z2.

Delaware and Tennesgee, September 16 to November 1k,
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Florida, in Broward, Dade and Monroe Counties, October 1 to
October 31; in remainder of State, November 20 to Jamuary 18.

Georgia, in Muscogee, Tgylor, Crawford, Bibb, Jones, Baldwin,

~ Bancock, Warren, McDuffie, and Columbia Counties and all counties
north thereof, September 16 to September 30; in the above described
counties and throughout the State, December 18 to January 31.

Idsho and Oregon, September 1 to September 15.

Illinois, September 1 to September 30.

Kentucky, September 1 to October 25,

Maryland, September 1 to October 15.

Minnesota, September 16 to Septenmber 30.

North Carolina, September 16 to September 30, and December 2
to January 15.

Pemnsylvania, Novenber 1 to November 30.

South Carolina, Septerber 16 to October 15 and December 23
to January 22.

Texas, in Val Verde, Kinney, Uvalde, Medina, Kendall, Comal,
Egys, Travis, Williamson, Milam, Robertson, Leon, Houston, Cherokee,
Nacogdoches, and Shelvy Counties, and all counties north and west
thereof, September 1 to October 30: in remainder of State (but not
including Cameron, Hidalgp, Starr, Zapata, Webb, Maverick, Dimmit,
LaSalle, Jim Eogg, Brooks, Kenedy, and Willacy Oounties), October 20
to December 18; in these latter counties, September 13, 15 and 17,
from 4:00 p.m, wntil sunset, and thereafter, October 20 to Decembar
13, from one-half hour before sunrise to sunset.

Virginia, September 16 to October 31.

Whi te-winged Dove,--The open seasons on white-winged dove shall be as follows,
both dates inclusive:

Arizona, September 1 to September 15.

Texas, in Cameron, Hidalgp, Starv, Zapata, Webb, Maverick,
Kinney, Dimmit, LaSslle, Jim Eogg, Brooks, Kenedy, Willacy, Val
Verde, Terrell, Brewster, Presidio, Jeff Davis, Culberson,
Hudspeth, and El Paso Counties, September 13, 15 and 17 from
4:00 p.m, until sunset,

Band-tailed Pigeon,~-The open seasons on band-tailed pigeon shall be as
follows, both dates inclusive:

Arizona and New Mexico, Septenber 16 to October 15,
Galifornia, Oregon, and Washington, September 1 to September 30,

BAG AWD POSSESSION LIMITS

On the opening dzy of the secason no person may possess any migratory game
birds in excess of the daily bag limits.

Daily bag limits on ducks (except the American snd rod-breagted mergansers)
are 7 in the aggregate of all kinds, including in such limit not more than 1 wood
duck. Any person at any time may possess not more thanls ducks, including not
more than 1 wood duck.

~ The daily bag limit on geesc and brant (except snow geese in Beaverhead,
Gallatin, and Madison Counties in Montena, in Idaho, in Wyoming, end in States
bordering on the Atlantic Ocean; Canads geese, including Butchins and cackling



goese, and white-fronted geese in Minnesota, Wiscomsin, Michigen, lowa, Illinois,
~ Indiama, Ohio, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Louisisna, Miserssippi,
(__ and Alsbama; and Ross' geese anyvhere) is 2 of any kind in any combination, in-
cluding brent, plus 2 snow geese or Z blue geese singly or in the aggregate, No
person mgy possess more than these liuits.

Bajls and gallinules (exc:)t sora and coot).—Fifteen in the aggregate of all
kinds, and any person may possess not more than 15 in the aggregate of all kinds.

Coot.~~Twenty—five, ond eny person mgy possess not more than 25,

Sorg, —Iwenty-five, and eany person may possess nnt more than 25.

Woodcock, —~Four, and any\person msy possess not rore than 8,

Yourning or turtle dovs mnd white-winged dove.—len in the agsregate of both

kinds, and any persor msy possess not more than 10 mouwrning doves or more than 10
white-winged doves,

Band-tailed pigeon,—Ten, and any person msy possess not more then 10.
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